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as a whole is short, broad and compact. The posterior legs
are somewhat long and formed for running. The fore-legs of
some species are raptorial and have the femora dilated.

Pelogonids are only semi-aquatic in habit, and are usually
found on damp mud, etc., near streams. On land they are
very active, running and leaping readily ; but in the water their
movements are awkward, as they are obviously not adapted
for swimming. The life-history is not known; in all prob-
ability they are predaceous.

There are no British species, the nearest representative of
the family occurring in the south of Europe.
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Water scorpions.

Fore-legs raptorial, attached to front of prosternum.
Abdomen terminated in a pair of respiratory processes.
This is a family of curious insects found in fresh water. They
are widely distributed. Recognition should be easy, for they
are all flat dingy insects, with large raptorial fore-legs. In
shape they are either elongate-oval (Nepa), or elongate and
narrow (Ranatra). The rostrum is short and powerful and
the eyes well developed. The pronotum is well developed.
The hemelytra entirely cover the abdomen and wings. At the
apex of the abdomen there are two long filament-like pro-
cesses, which, fitting together, form a tube for the passage of
the air to the spiracles under the hemelytra. In many cases
the dorsal surface of the abdomen, seen only when the heme-
lytra and wings are apart, is brightly coloured. The inter-
mediate and posterior legs are of moderate length. These
curious insects live in shallow, fresh water, preferring that
which is nearly stagnant.
The eggs are curious, being provided at one end with a
number of filaments, of which there are two in the genus
Ranatra, and seven in Nepa. It is supposed that a supply of
air is conveyed to the body of the egg by these filaments. The
eggs of Nepa are laid in the stems of submerged plants, with
the ends of the filaments projecting. Ranatra eggs are more
usually laid in the stems and leaves of floating plants.